
From Palmietsfontein to Boeing UK - an 

aeronautical journey  

The journey of South African-born aeronautical engineering specialist, 

Dr Frank Ogilvie, to becoming an aerodynamics icon has been worth 

every step he took in his career. Today Ogilvie is a principal 

integrator, flight physics, at Airbus in the United Kingdom.  

In his welcoming remarks at a recent CSIR President's Lecture, CSIR 

Executive Dr Hoffie Maree said he was pleased that this world-

renowned scientist had accepted the CSIR's invitation to deliver the 

President's Lecture and that close to two hundred CSIR staff members 

and industry partners had taken the time to attend. He emphasised 

the important role of partners and stakeholders - such as Airbus - in enhancing the work of the CSIR.  

Ogilvie presented his lecture at the CSIR's flagship medium wind speed tunnel to industry representatives, 

including high-ranking officials of the South African Air Force, technical specialists, scientists and engineers.  

Dr Ogilvie's presentation, titled 'Research and technology - from vertical take-off airliner to A380: a personal 

R&T journey' traced the world-respected scientist's illustrious career of more than 50 years and provided 

valuable insights into the world of aviation.  

Aviation, he said, is always pushed further and faster. "We have to invest in research and technology (R&T): 

no investment, no future," he told attendees. "The most successful R&T programmes are those that are 

shared across companies, universities and institutes." He said the reason for his visit to the CSIR and South 

Africa was to try and forge links between this country and Airbus.  

"It's important for us to design and develop the next generation airplanes, so we try to tap into the 

intellectual capacity of institutions such as the CSIR," he added. "South Africa has a very good engineering 

background. When I came here I was amazed at the quality of work CSIR scientists are doing. I didn't know 

you had such capability," he said, referring to the impressive wind tunnel suite at which the lecture was 

hosted.  

Major General (Retd) Des Barker, competency area manager for aeronautic systems, said, "From being a 

little boy with a dream to achieving goals that others dare not even dream about - Frank has certainly set a 

sterling example for all of us."  
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