




SOME OF SA WTRl'S IMPO-RTANT RESEARCH FINDINGS ON 
MOHAIR•· 

by D W F TURPIE 

PREFACE 

Untilfairly recent times, very little published information was �vailable 
on the processing performance and characteristics of the mohair fibre. What 
information there was, had been acquired the hard way over many decades by 
those very few organisations in the world which specialised in mohair, and mllch 
of this information was, quite naturally, regarded as private and confidential. 
Without the availability of sound scientific . knowledge on the processing 
performance and characteristics of the mohair fibre, any industrialist wishing to 
enter the field for the first time was therefore placed at a significant 
disadvantage. Ultimately, therefore; so also was the mohair fibre producer. It 
follows· that it was vitally important for the future of the mohair industry, and 
the fibre producer in particular, for research to'be carried out on the mohair fibre 
and its processing. These considerations led SA WTRI to become involved in 
mohair research at the request of the Mohair Advisory Board, in the early '50's. 
Being situated in the heart of the South African mohair industry, SA WTRI was 
ideally placed to fulfil this task, although for many years, while it was still in its 
infancy only a small effort could be devoted to research on this exciting fibre. 

At present the research effort which the Institute directs towards mohair 
comprises about 8% of its total research budget. In absolute terms, this is 
probably larger than that devoted to textile research on mohair by any other 
organisation in the world. 

There is no doubt that mohair has many characteristics which make it 
highly desirable and valued by consumers all over the world. These include its 
lustre, durability, resilience and comfort, its ability to be dyed to bright colours, 
and its low felting propensity. However,it should be stressed that,in this modem 
high-technology age in which the technologies keep advancing and changing, it 
is essential that research on mohair and its processing is carried out on an on
going basis to enable the fibre to maintain its prestige, image and place in the 
textile world of tomorrow. It is appropriate to mention and give credit to the 
South African Mohair Board for their far-sightedness in this respect by 
sponsoring research at SA WTRI over a period of so many years. 

• Presented at the Annual Conference of the International Mohair Association held. in Estoril,
Portugal, June 1985.
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