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RECENT STUDIES AT SA WTRI ON MEDULLATED 

FIBRES IN MOHAIR 

ByLHunter 

Medullated fibres in mohair can be a source of problems in many end uses when 
they differ in appearance from the rest of the fibres which are not medullated. They 
are characterised by having a central canal (medulla) containing cell residues run
ning in either a continuous or fragmented form along their length (Fig 1). The term 
''kemp'' is probably more familiar, but this refers to an extreme form of medullated 
fibre which is clearly visible to the naked eye. 

The main problems associated with the presence of kemp are their chalky white 
appearance and apparent inability to dye to the same shade as the normal solid 
fibres and also to a lesser extent their effect on handle, stiffness and prickliness. 
Because they tend to lie predominantly on the surface of the yarn, and therefore 
also on the surface of the fabric, the visual and other effects produced by kemp tend 
to be out of proportion to their numbers. Generally, the presence of even a small 
amount of kemp in a high quality mohair may have a pronounced adverse effect on 
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Fig. 1 - Classification of Medullae* 
(a) Unbroken lattice (wide)
(b) Simple unbroken
(c) Interrupted
( d) Fragmented
*Wildman

Fig.3-Kemp Fig. 2 - Mohair 

*This article originally appeared in The Angora Goat and Mohair Journal of September 1987.
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